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Abstract  

The nineteenth century is the most significant in English literature because of many female authors and 

works about women. Her sharp vision, reasonable and critical thinking, and distinct viewpoint challenged 

British culture. Her compliments included women's intelligence and beauty. After reading Pride and 

Prejudice, the Bronte sisters acquired strong identities, feminine awareness, and a powerful female voice. 

This dissertation compares Wuthering Heights, Jane Eyre, and Edgar Allan Poe, three of the most famous 

19th-century British female writers. This study examines marital perspective, female awareness, and the 

two creation definitions to understand the topic's growth. This study investigates female awareness, 

marriage, and creation purpose from both perspectives. This will show 19th-century British feminist growth. 

Feminists say literary critics oppress women. Some say gender and patriarchal ideologies taint literature 

and critical thinking. Writing portrays males as dominant and women as weak and submissive. Gender and 

patriarchy affect literary critics and artists. Feminists attacked patriarchy, gender, and prejudiced literary 

criticism to illustrate their point. Eastern culture develops, conforms, and traditions differently than western 

culture. East Indian culture is important. Foreign literature helps us recognize Indian feminist authorship 

and compare eastern and western critique. India's intelligent women fought for gender equality in the 20th 

century as the Women's Liberation Movement increased. Women's independence, gender equality, and self-

chosen courting and marriage gained voice once the feudal ethical code was destroyed. Women left 

conventional homes and joined a new society, rejecting obsolete values. Examine this study. Studying 

English Literary Feminism. 
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Literature has historically been influenced by feminist concepts and perspectives, which reflect societal 

norms and spur change. Modern English literature has been heavily influenced by feminist ideas, which 

focus on women's lives, power structures, and gender relations. Feminism has been utilized to examine, 

challenge, and reimagine the world in anything from well-known literature to avant-garde poetry.  

A diverse array of intricate storylines about women may be found in contemporary English literature. These 

narratives explore gender's relationships to other identities such as sexual orientation, class, and race while 

highlighting the diverse experiences of women. The intricacies of gender are examined by writers, who also 

provide examples of people who assert their agency in patriarchal settings and reject stereotypes. Minority 

voices are also amplified in contemporary English writing.  

 

Figure 1: Feminism 

Diverse female writers have added perspectives to feminist debate that are often ignored by mainstream 

narratives. Their stories challenge established narratives and provide alternate perspectives on gender 

equality, encouraging literary inclusivity and representation.  

In this feminist study of contemporary English literature, we will look at a range of works to see how authors 

deal with gender, power, and identity. The ongoing struggle for female equality and freedom is compellingly 

depicted in modern literature, which ranges from feminist-reimagined classic masterpieces to avant-garde 

new voices who defy literary convention. We will explore the nuanced link between literature and feminism 

via close inspection and critical discussion, as well as how storytelling may alter our current perception of 

gender politics. 

1.1. A feminine Perspective  

Humans' perception has been skewed for millennia by the association with masculine experiences. Only 

women are seen as dangerous to males. The problem still exists. With regard to attire, attitudes, culture, and 

family, Western and Indian civilizations have distinct ideas about what femininity is. Early feminists were 

overwhelmed by the fight for independence. Women gained social and constitutional freedom during the 
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liberation struggle. Unrest in politics changed society. Liberation war women were more educated, more 

self-sufficient financially, and supported by their families. They were in charge, yet they did not combat 

sexism and patriarchy. Women avoided one another and worked in areas where males predominated in the 

early 20th century. Dads dominated women in traditional Indian households.  

 

Figure 2: Feminine Perspective 

Youth males dominate. According to Anna Jameson, "The old law of raising women to be 'happy wives and 

mothers' is dangerous and wicked in these days.' As for women, there was only one destiny, hope, blessing, 

object, and passion in existence; some say it, but we know that hundreds of thousands of women are not 

happy mothers, are never mothers." For Indians, men control culture and authority. Indian males 

instinctively worship the masculine and hate women. Cultural and religious customs denigrate women. 

Eliminating marginalization is our goal. Women's discourse was altered by the feminist movement of the 

1960s and 1970s. Books by feminists might benefit women.  

Feminism recognizes the position of women. Gordon continues, "feminism is an analysis of women's 

subordination for the purpose of figuring out to change it deserves a mention". Presenting women 

encourages femininity. Women's words and lives should be placed within a feminist framework. Not 

accepting the "ism" of history. Children's customs that are controlled by males must be overturned by 

women. Ending male damage to women is the main goal of most social and socio-political feminism. 

"Father, husband, and sons care for her young and old," says the early Hindu jurist Manu. Women are not 

meant to have freedom." Indian females place a high importance on lifestyle. Feminists need to be aware of 

the disparate views Indian society has of women.  

1.2. Feminism In English Literature 

The idea that women should have equal rights in politics, society, the economy, and culture has had a 

significant influence on English literature for centuries. It has shaped tales about women's lives, aspirations, 
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and challenges. We might take a literary trip to thoroughly investigate this broad subject by looking at 

feminist themes from several historical periods and viewpoints. 

 Early Seeds of Dissent: 

 16th-17th Century: Even before the term "feminism" existed, female voices like Jane Anger and 

Mary Astell challenged societal views on women's education and roles. 

 18th Century: Mary Wollstonecraft's groundbreaking "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" 

(1792) argued for equal access to education and participation in public life, sparking a wave of 

feminist thought. 

 19th Century & The Rise of the Novel: 

 Gothic heroines: Characters like Jane Eyre and Bertha Rochester in Charlotte Brontë's novels defied 

conventions and sought autonomy, reflecting anxieties about female agency in a restrictive society. 

 Realism and Social Critique: Writers like George Eliot and Elizabeth Gaskell exposed the 

limitations placed on women's choices and opportunities, pushing for social reforms. 

 20th Century & Diverse Voices: 

 Modernism and Experimentation: Virginia Woolf's "A Room of One's Own" (1929) demanded 

intellectual freedom and space for women, while Sylvia Plath explored female identity and societal 

pressures in "The Bell Jar" (1963). 

 Second-wave Feminism & Beyond: From Margaret Atwood's dystopian "The Handmaid's Tale" 

(1985) to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's portrayal of cultural norms in "Half of a Yellow Sun" (2006), 

feminist literature diversified to explore race, class, and global perspectives. 

 Contemporary Landscape: 

 Feminist literature is still developing today, addressing topics such as gender fluidity, body image, 

and sexual assault. Writers that push boundaries and defy conventional narrative formats include 

Roxane Gay and Carmen Maria Machado. 

Beyond the written word, feminism has a significant influence on English literature. It has stimulated social 

movements, developed critical thinking, and kept igniting conversations about gender equality. 

2. Literature review  
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Zhang (2015) explores the environment of the nineteenth century, emphasizing the changes and evolution 

of feminist ideas throughout this time. Zhang offers insights into the changing views on gender, power 

relations, and female autonomy via an examination of literary works from the time. Numerous academic 

studies that examine the transformation and trajectory of feminist discourse in English literature show how 

it has changed significantly over time. 

Zhuang (2010) Expanding upon this historical basis, He provides an extensive analysis of the development 

of feminism from Jane Austen to Charlotte Brontë. Zhuang sheds light on the continuity and development 

of feminist ideas in English literature by following the emergence of feminist themes throughout several 

literary eras. This examination highlights the many ways that writers have embraced feminist concepts 

across the canon of literature. 

Tu (2014) explores the growth and evolution of women's views inside English literature, which adds even 

more to the conversation. Tu clarifies the complex relationship between feminist rhetoric and larger political 

and cultural changes by synthesizing diverse literary works and critical viewpoints. This sophisticated 

comprehension offers important insights into the nuances of feminist criticism and gender portrayal in 

literature. 

Huang and Zeng (2009) Examine how feminist theory has been transformed in contemporary English 

literature. Their research provides a modern prism through which feminist themes and viewpoints in 

literature can be examined. Huang and Zeng clarify how literature reflects and reacts to shifting social norms 

and ideologies by placing feminist discourse within the framework of modernity. 

Bartky (2017) explores the subtleties of contemporary patriarchal authority via the philosophies of Michel 

Foucault. In her work, she investigates the ways in which patriarchal dominance shapes femininity and the 

means by which power is wielded over women. The convergence of feminism, power relations, and 

sociocultural frameworks has been a central theme in a number of academic conversations. Bartky's analysis 

clarifies how gendered identities are formed and maintained by society norms, which eventually sustains 

inequitable institutions. 

Baumgardner and Richards (2000) provide insight into the conversation around feminism and its 

applicability to modern culture in their book "Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the Future." The 

writers provide insights into the complex nature of feminism and its future consequences by combining 

personal stories, cultural analysis, and political criticism. Young women are encouraged by their work to 

embrace feminism and take part in creating a more just and equal society. 
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Bergmann (2002) offers a thorough analysis of the financial aspects of gender disparity in her book "The 

Economic Emergence of Women." The historical background and structural elements that have influenced 

women's economic engagement are clarified by Bergmann via empirical research and theoretical ideas. 

Bergmann's study emphasizes how difficult it is for women to have equal chances in the workforce, which 

emphasizes how crucial it is to remove structural obstacles in order to attain gender parity in economic 

areas. 

3. Fundamental Themes of Feminism 

3.1. Female Aesthetics 

Feminist critics from throughout the world have begun to address female aesthetics as a central topic in their 

work. A global woman's nature and culture serve as the foundation. A unique societal phenomenon in the 

US, Germany, Italy, and Russia prompted the development of this overarching idea. A separate movement 

known as the "Women's Liberation Movement" was founded by feminists who opposed patriarchy and the 

idea of canon construction in literary production and critique.  

 

Figure 3: Female Aesthetics 

Female aesthetics is based on the assumption that women have a unique literary consciousness that sets 

them apart from men. The growth of "Black Literature" (Negro Literature) in the United States throughout 

the 1960s gave women the tools they needed to craft their own artistic identities, which in turn gave the 

movement a boost. A different kind of consciousness exists in Black people, as stated in Black literature, 

than in White people. Accordingly, "female aesthetics" refers to "the female sense of beauty" or "the female 

literary consciousness" as portrayed in literature.  

3.2. Gynocriticism 

There is a universal notion at the heart of female aesthetics theory: the cultural and natural aspects of women 

everywhere. Gynocriticism, on the other hand, holds that women are inherently diverse from one another 
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across dimensions such as nature, ethnicity, culture, and country, making it impossible to generalize about 

them. In addition to being more forward-thinking, it just deals with practical issues.  

 

Figure 4: Gynocriticism 

The term "gynocriticism" refers to an unusual feminist reading-criticism of works written by women. The 

primary goal of "gynocriticism" was to analyze works produced by women and to identify the features that 

make these works uniquely female-authored.  

3.3. Canon Formation  

Literally, canon formation is reworking what is considered to be the canon of literature. A shift away from 

women's marginalization was necessary. A unique canon of women's literature was developed at a time 

when "female aesthetics" and gynocriticism were flourishing. Notable female authors from the late 18th and 

early 19th centuries include Emily Bront, George Eliot, and Jane Austen.  

 

Figure 5: Literary Canon Formation 

Feminist critics' efforts culminated in the 1970s, giving rise to the concept of female tradition in literature. 

A number of female authors and their works were examined thoroughly, highlighting the uniqueness of these 

writers and their works.  

3.4. Female Subject or Female Identity 

The female author is undeniably the topic and the subject has personality in the feminist critique notion.  
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Figure 6: Female Identity 

The 'unity of the self' is embraced by this kind of concept, which involves the author or character as a person. 

The term "unified self" describes this concept. A "substantive or unified self" is present in the subject.  

3.5. Gender Theory  

Gender theory emerged as a second major movement in the latter half of the 1980s. Actually, there are a few 

male reviewers who are ignoring the feminist perspective. K. K. Ruthvin's "The Feminist Literary Studies" 

is an important piece of writing in this regard. An argument of sorts breaks out between male and female 

critics of "feminist criticism" as a result of male critics' arrival on the feminist horizon. The inclusion of 

men critics in feminist critique has led to a decline. Finding masculinity in literature is a topic that a few 

female critics are attempting to explore. A fresh change has occurred.  

 

Figure 7: Gender Theory 

Eve Sedgwick's "Between Men" stands apart from the 1980s in this regard. The focus is on literary 

representations of male homosociality. Here we see literary manifestations of the macho patriarchal ideal. 

This is an innovative method of research since it is a debate about gender. Here, "gender" is the most 

important component under investigation, but in the late 80s, a post-colonial group backed a component of 

the coloniality process where "race" is the differentiating feature. Now both sexes' expressions of femininity 

and masculinity are examined in literature.  
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Feminist critique opened people's eyes to the fact that women's creative work has a long and distinguished 

history that deserves recognition. The fact that feminist critique has evolved into a critical practice that may 

include elements from other critical practices is an additional contribution. Although it is anti-patriarchal in 

theory and practice, its color is distinct. It exposes the female protagonist in literature. 

4. From Jane Austen to The Brontë Sisters the Development of Feminism In English 

Literature  

4.1. Purpose of Creation  

English women, particularly those from the middle class, saw writing as a pastime in the eighteenth century, 

when the practice first emerged. However, Jane Austen saw it as a platform from which she could address a 

range of societal concerns. Through portrayals of rural life, marriage, and families, she mirrored the issues 

facing Victorian-era England. Austen's assertions were consistent with the prevailing social norms of the 

period; she failed to provide a unique way of expressing feminine emotions and devoted too much attention 

to the conventional methods of studying literature. Having a strong sense of self-worth allowed her to be 

both a barrier and a sight for male culture, and she only wanted to convey to her readers that women were 

special and necessary. This is how Pride and Prejudice's heroine, Elizabeth, is played. In contrast, the Brontë 

sisters could have written more as a means of expressing their discontent with the patriarchal society's 

treatment of women and their rejection of conventional values and norms promoted by males. Both 

Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre demonstrate that a woman's modesty isn't the source of her strength and 

elegance; rather, it is the source of the strain and difficulty placed on her personality. The shifting focus 

from Jane Austen to the Brontë sisters demonstrates a progressive change in the way women are portrayed 

in literature, moving away from submissive and man-pleasing roles and toward male antagonists and even 

rescuers. The writings of the Brontë sisters, who were victims of patriarchal tyranny, are more grounded in 

reality compared to Jane Austen's impractically utopian characters and settings.  

4.2. Views on Marriage  

Jane Austen believed that women had the same level of intelligence and reason as men and should be free 

to choose their own marriage partners. A genuine marriage, in her view, must be based on equality, mutual 

affection, learning from one another, and understanding, but she believed that wealth and social status were 

prerequisites for marriage. Marrying for monetary gain is not a good idea, she said. Quite innovative for its 

day. In order for women to enjoy marriage and freedom, the Brontë sisters thought that being conscious of 

feminist issues was crucial.  
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Since marital happiness was subjective and had nothing to do with social status or financial resources, 

women might pursue their lifelong goal of marriage without sacrificing their self-aware uniqueness. The 

idealized, egalitarian, and harmonious love of the eighteenth century is preserved in Austen's work. 

Emotions originate from the most profound longings of the human spirit, as stated by Brontë. Mental and 

spiritual suffering are often revealed. True love, in her view, is an expression of a woman's inner quest and 

the pressures of life, and it transcends class and wealth. More important than the outcome is the act of love 

itself.  

The Brontë sisters, in contrast to Austen, reestablish their emphasis on love rather than marriage. According 

to the Brontë sisters, love, not marriage, is where a woman might find true happiness. When it comes to 

achieving life's goals, the Brontë sisters place a higher value on independence and love than does Austen on 

marital harmony.  

4.3. Female Consciousness  

In developing her human persona, Jane Austen primarily displays her feeling of uniqueness. She writes 

about strong, independent women who are treated as equals to males in her stories. Aside from the typical 

feminine traits—honesty, compassion, attractiveness, and tenderness—that are expected in a patriarchal 

culture, the women portrayed in Austen's books also exhibit reason and ingenuity. Of all the characters that 

Jane Austen created, Elizabeth from Pride and Prejudice is the most memorable and intimate. She may not 

be the most attractive, trustworthy, or behaved person in the world, but her charm comes from her sharp 

mind, hilarious sense of humor, and quick wit. In every way imaginable—their elegance, haughtiness, wit, 

logic, sensitivity, etc.—the female characters in Jane Austen's novels exemplify the distinctively feminine 

beauty that is central to feminism.  

 

Figure 8: Female Consciousness 

Most significantly, many great works of English literature have the capacity to delve further into the inner 

lives of women in society, which reflects the image of modern feminism and embodies the feminist ideals 

of dignity, respect, and self-love. Through her work as a writer, she brings women's awareness to a higher 
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level by elevating their image to that of the novel's protagonist, who is a woman. Having said that, she 

downplays the importance of women attaining parity with males in society. Her perfect protagonist is logical 

and smart, but she uses her personality and intellect as pawns to get where she wants to go. She has no 

interest in achieving parity with males in society. Jane Eyre tells Rochester, “We are all fair in character," 

contrasting the Brontë sisters' and Austen's views on femininity, which deny the difference between men's 

and women's positions in society.  

An important step in elevating women's awareness in English literature from a focus on "women's traits" to 

an appreciation of women as "persons" is the rise of a feeling of equality. An exterior sense of female social 

awareness, for instance, was given less weight than women's interior emotional values, and the emphasis 

was moved from women's cultural upbringing and self-esteem to their greater human freedom.  

The message conveyed by the Brontë sisters' portrayal of femininity is as follows: I may not be your kind 

of woman, but that does not make me less valuable. I was born with a small stature and an unpleasant 

appearance, but I am strong-willed, self-respecting, and secure in my own skin. The Brontë sisters greatly 

contributed to the advancement of women's awareness in England after Austen, from highlighting traditional 

gender roles to highlighting women's autonomy. Another major departure from the mild treatment of 

women's responsibilities in earlier works is Wuthering Heights's depiction of Catherine the Great's and 

Small's insanity. Rather, she defies societal expectations and fiercely defends her feminist philosophy, 

representing a thorough contemplation of the many interconnectedness’s in the actual world, among ideas 

and aspirations, and among individuals. Another significant step forward in the study and application of 

feminism in English literature has been the representation of these feminist roles, as well as the promotion 

and pursuit of gender equality. This has led to a renewed focus on women and their inherent value, as well 

as on their moral development, honesty, and unique personalities. 

5. Conclusion 

In India, women's standing is all over the place. Despite her professional success, she quietly suffers from 

domestic violence. The modern woman has come a long way, but she has accomplished much. A number of 

obstacles stand in their way. Brave women have left their homes to battle for survival. Their evidence was 

clear. India still hasn't paid them back. Men in India believed that no woman should have an education since 

the patriarchal system had severely damaged Indian intellect. People thought men were all-powerful and 

superior. Without a man's income, no family could survive. It seemed as if humans could manage without 

females. All of these characteristics point to the underutilization of ancient Indian women's abilities. Older 

generations of people saw women as "abla," frail, reliant on males, and unproductive outside the home. 

Fearless women turn the tables on men today. As Indian society and culture progress, women have a choice: 
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prove themselves or run away from males. Now women may join males on walks. Showing the world its 

splendour will allow them to do more than just sit back and observe. The outstanding men of today see the 

potential of women now that they are spouses and employees. Both men and women perform at the same 

level. As with fiction. 
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